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A TESTAMENT TO ITS
INDOMITABLE SPIRIT,
SERIAL #0071 IS ALIVE
AND WELL

n 1947, the Aeronca

Company was in trouble.

A successful series of two-

seater aircraft didn't

distinguish it in the slumping

post-World War Il aircraft
market. Many manufacturers with
new airplanes and thousands of
surplus airplanes flooded the
economy. Aeronca decided to put
its eggs in the four-seat basket.
The Sedan was its first and only
entry into the larger airplane
market. It reached production in
1948 and looked poised to take off.

The Sedan wasn’t the only low-
end four-seater; Piper had the
Pacer, and Cessna was producing
the 170. The Sedan was simple,
rugged, easy to maintain and fly,
and relatively cheap. If you had
$4,795, you could fly a brand-new
Sedan out the door. In its three-
year production span, 561 Sedans
took to the skies.

The Sedan did have a few
characteristics that distinguished it
from the pack. It had huge internal
volume—with only the pilot
aboard, there was 100 cubic feet of
space. The big metallized wing




CRUISE SPEED (kts.)

AERONCA SEDAN
PIPER PA-28-140
CESSNA 170A

100 105 110
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GROSS WEIGHT (ibs.)

1800 1300 2000

2100 2200

ENGINE HORSEPOWER USABLE FUEL (gals.)

142 14 146 148 150 25 30 35 40 45
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The bare instrument panel on the first Aeronca Sedan is a testament to its original purpose. The plane was designed for bush pilots flying

into tight runways with no navigation facilities.

produced enormous lift, qualifying the
Sedan as a short takeoff and landing
(STOL) aircraft. It was STOL before STOL
was cool. Rugged and flexible, it was
pressed into service as a bush airplane,
flying loads into and out of the
backcountry on skis and floats all over
the continental U.S., Canada and Alaska.

capable airplane, this darling of
bush pilots was soon employed
in an unusual academic research
program in the early 1950s. Two
University of Alaska students
outfitted a Sedan with radio
gear and flew the airplane 300 feet above
the ground all over Alaska. Logging over
20,000 miles, they produced a conductivity
map of the entire state. Their study served
as the foundation of research on magnetic
storms, which affect everyone on Earth.

A few years ago, another unusual story
about the Aeronca Sedan surfaced. It
seems a 93-year-old aviator was delivering
newspapers out of the window of his
Sedan. Being used on a newspaper route
can only enhance the Sedan’s reputation
as a docile, easy-to-handle airplane, but
don’t complain about late papers.

Sexy and fast aren’t monikers used to
describe Aeronca’s designs. Capable,
reliable, cheap and fun to fly describe
them much better. All told, Aeronca built
17,408 airplanes over 55 models.
Thousands are still flying. When the
WWW PLANEANDPILOTMAG.COM

Aeronca Company closed its doors in
1951, Champion Aircraft Company
bought the rights. Bellanca succeeded
Champion, and today, the American
Champion Company is making new
versions of the original Aeronca Champ.

A lot of folks are still flying and
restoring Aeroncas. Organizations like the
National Aeronca Association and the
Fearless Aeronca Aviators try very hard
to keep it that way. The Fearless Aeronca
Aviators figure there are 208 Sedans still
registered in the United States. Some
flying on floats in New York state, some
on skis in Canada. Other, more capable
aircraft have replaced the Sedan as
money-making bush airplanes, but it's
still going strong as a fun machine. In
fact, the first one built graces the skies of
Wisconsin on a regular basis.

Scott Mumm and his wife, Joann,
owners of the first production Sedan, live
on a small farm near Brodhead, Wis.
With a vacation house on the lake in the
northern part of the state, a long day’s
drive by car, they needed a way to get
the family and their stuff there easily.
Scott explains, “l saw a Sedan and knew
that was the airplane | needed and could
afford. It has a big wing and it was made
as a seaplane.”

Scott bought the airplane precisely for
all its good qualities. “I've got a grass
strip at my house that is fairly short, and
everything | own is a two-seater. With my

The Aeronca’s 145-hp
engine is more than
adequate for short takeoff
and landing peformance,
perfect for owner Scott
Mumm'’s grass strip near
Brodhead, Wis.
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SPECIFICATIONS

Base price: $22,000

Engine make/model:
Continental C-145, 6-cylinder

Horsepower@rpm@altitude:
145@2700@SL

Horsepower for takeoff: 145

Fuel type: 100LL

Propeller type: McCauley Fixed Pitch

Landing gear type: Conv.

Max ramp weight (Ibs.): 2050

Gross weight (Ibs.): 2050

Landing weight (Ibs.): 2050

Std. empty weight (Ibs.): 1150

Useful load (Ibs.): 900

Usable fuel - std. (gals.): 36

Payload - full std. fuel (Ibs.): 684

0Oil capacity (qts.): 8

Wingspan: 37 ft. 6 in.

Overall length: 25 ft. 3 in.

Height (ft.): 7

Wing area (sq. ft.): 216.4

Wing loading (lbs./sq. ft.): 9.47

Power loading (Ibs./hp): 14.1

Wheel base (in.): 84

Wheel size (in.): 6.00 x 6

< : wife and four kids, | figured | needed is original. | have several original Aeronca
Sesting capacty: 1 something bigger. | looked at Stinson 108s, pamphlets that show this airplane with
Cabin doors: 1 the Cessna 170, Pacers and even Cessna this paint scheme. My friend called me
Baggage capacity (lbs.): 120 180s. None of them matched the Sedan for and | bought it, sight unseen. My dad flew
price, load and operation costs.” down to pick it up and bring it home.”
PERFORMANCE “A friend of mine was on layover in Scott has a close relationship with his
Florida when he found N1000H, the first father, and flying is something they share.
CRUISE SPEED (kts.): production Sedan, in a hangar,” continues But it wasn't always that way. Like
ALTITUDE (ft) SPEED (kts.) Scott'. “It ha'd about .1.,200 hours on it arjd most teenagers, Scott grew up \.with a
° was in pristine condition. In fact, the paint problem. From his perspective, it was an

75% power: 2000 120
65% power: 2000 105

FACTORY COMPARISON

Max range

(w/reserve, 75% power, 2000 ft.) (nm): 430
Fuel consumption

(75% power, 2000 ft.) (gph): 8.8 S __Engine Horsepower:
Estimated endurance (65%) (hrs.): 4 Gross Weight (Ibs.):
V, (kts.): 53 : Std. Empty Weight (Ibs.):
Vs, (kts.): 46 Useful Load (Ibs.):
Best rate of climb, SL (fpm): 570
Service ceiling (ft.): 12,400
Takeoff ground roll (ft.): 500
Landing ground roll (ft.): 1300

Price (comparably equipped):

Usable Fuel (gals.):

Cruise Speed, 75% Power (kts.):
Climb Rate (fpm):
Vg (kts.):

Source: Manufacturer’s specs and type certificate Sources: | Aeronea type certficate, Aiveraft Bliwbook Price Digest and manufacturers’ s
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insurmountable problem: He knew he
was born to fly, but his parents weren't
thrilled with the idea.

Scott’s father, a pilot for United Air
Lines, and his mother forbade him to
fly. Scott couldn’t accept that, and for
him, rebellion took the form of flying
lessons. He had to work at a gravel pit
to pay for his flying, but fly he did.
Scott wasn’t the only one in the family

WWW PLANEANDPILOTMAG.COM

who was bitten by the flying bug. He
and his brother, Randy, both soloed on
the same day. Randy went on to
become a tower controller for the FAA.
Scott stayed in the cockpit.

Scott worked his way through
college as a certified flight instructor.
He climbed his way up the civilian
ladder, eventually flying for American
Airlines. Along the way, he served a
stint in the Air National Guard flying
A-10 Warthogs and C-130 turboprops.
Regarding the Reserves, Scott says, “It
was fun flying, but after a while, | just
couldn’t handle three jobs at once. The
A-10 was a hoot. The C-130 was like
flying a football—it's not graceful, but it
was fun to try and fly it well.

“| just like to fly. The Sedan is great
for going to the lake and carting my
family around. It almost pays me to fly
it, but I'm thinking about getting another
fun two-seater to put in the hangar. A
friend of mine has a Stearman and that
is a really fun airplane. As long as there
is an airplane nearby, then I'm okay!”

cott’s Sedan is a classic
airplane that never really got a
chance at the spotlight, and to
make matters worse, very few
appreciate its good qualities
today. Bar none, the most
recognizable Aeronca is the Champ.
Produced in the thousands, it was used
as a trainer and as an observation
airplane by the Air Force in World
War Il. The Champ proved to have
unbeatable genes. Bellanca evolved the
aerobatic Citabria and Decathlon from
the Champ. American Champion
continues to make several versions of
the airplane—all brand-new. By any
measure, the design is a success.
Unfortunately for Aeronca, the era of
taildraggers was almost over when they
began producing the Sedan. Piper has
been in and out of the airplane business
ever since. Cessna evolved its 170 into a
plethora of other models and succeeded
beyond imagination. Despite the
promise of the Sedan, Aeronca got out
of the aircraft business permanently.
Today, the Sedan is a sedate,
graceful airplane that calls back to a
time gone by. On one hand, it’s firmly
nostalgic, and on the other, it still has a
lot of utility and flight time left in it.
Perhaps the Aeronca Sedan is best
summed up by a phrase than an
unknown Sedan aviator once said: It
was “a wonderful dead end.” P&P

GEI2ON THE WEB)
For more aircraft specs, see our Website at

www.planeandpilotmag.com
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o.hse Probes
leaning.

EC® Automatically records
 hrs of flight in flash memory.

=k Cooling, measured for
cylinder, displayed in
per minute, with alarms.

* Fuel Flow

| Gall Hr,Total Used
~ Gal's Remaining,
* GPS input, fuel fo
next waypoint and
more.

* Alarms on all
functions including
Fuel flow. With remote alert lights available.

* TSO’d for Quality, FAA STC
;w?roved Fuel Flow and EGT.




